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	Authority
	
	The author’s name is provided.

	
	
	The author’s credentials are provided.

	
	
	The author’s contact information is given.

	
	
	If the page is sponsored, the sponsor is reputable.

	Currency
	
	A creation/revision date is provided at the top or bottom of the page.

	
	
	The information up-to-date.

	Objectivity/Purpose
	
	The author is being objective.*

	
	
	All sides of an issue are represented.

	
	
	The purpose of the page fits your need (college-level research).*

	Support
	
	The author supports the information that he/she uses.

	
	
	There is a bibliography/list of works consulted or cited to show where the author got the information.

	Navigation/

Presentation
	
	All of the site’s links are functioning (no broken links).

	
	
	The site is visually appealing.

	
	
	Multimedia elements are used sparingly and with a purpose.


*Generally, commercial websites, websites trying to sell the viewer something and promote a particular product, are not considered to contain objective information suitable for college-level research. 
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Domain Suffix – Clues about Authorship
	Suffix
	Type of Site
	Description

	.com
	Commercial 
	-Site is from a company

-Site may promote certain products
-Information may not be false, but it may be one-sided 

	.edu
	Educational Institution
	-Site is from an educational institution (which may range 
  from kindergarten to higher education)
-Information from a department or research center is 
  probably valid information

-Information from students’ personal websites are not 
  usually monitored for accuracy 

	.gov
	Government
	-Site is from the U.S. government

-Site is viewed as being credible  

	.org
	Non-Profit Organization
	-Site is from a non-profit organization

-Information is often credible 
-Site may be run by a group who is a strong advocate of 
 a certain point of view, so be aware of this 

	.mil
	Military
	-Site is from the U.S. military 

	.net
	Network
	-“Catch all” for sites that don’t fit under other domains
-Information should be scrutinized carefully 


